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Back cover Mildenhall's hangars
were obviously not designed with
the future products of i
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out in the breeze

Right This handseme ‘welcomo
board' mural graces the Military
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which was opened in
1873, and is the first sight many US
servicemen and their families get of
the United Kingdam

better known in this Enropean One
camouflage scheme as a "Star
Lizard', lines up on RAF
Mildenhall's 11,000 foot runway to
Ay back home to Travis AFB,
California
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Introduction

Royal Air Force Mildenhall is located in
Suffolk near the English university city of
Cambridge. When newly-opened, the airfield
earned its place in the annals of aviation
history as the starting point of the
MacRobertson Air Race from England to
Australia in October 1934, The winning
aircraft, a de Havilland DH.88 Comet named
Grosvenor House, arrived in Melbourne after
completing 11,300 miles in less than 72 hours.
Fittingly, over half a century later, that same
aircraft returned to display at Mildenhall's Air
Fete '87 following a remarkable 14-year
restoration to flying condition.

During World War 2, RAF Mildenhall
played a key role in the bomber offensive
against Nazi Germany. In more than 8000
sorties, Bomber Command aircraft based at
Mildenhall dropped nearly 28,000 tons of
bombs on the enemy. When hostilities ended,
Mildenhall was downgraded to ‘caretaker’
status, but returned to active service when
the Cold War began to freeze solid in the
wake of the Soviet Union’s Berlin Blockade of
June 1848. At the invitation of Clement Attlee's
Labour Government, American airpower was
deployed ‘over there' again in strength to
bolster the defences of Western Europe.

Mil one of former RAF
airfields to be ‘taken over' by the US Air
Force.

Today, RAF Mildenhall is home for
approximately 3388 military personnel with
188 US and 269 British civilians employed.
The only host unit at Mildenhall (as distinct
from TUMETous tanker [transport units
deployed there on a temp y duty (TDY)
haa:s) is the 513th Airborne Command and
Control Wing, which operates the Boeing EC-
135H (pages 33-58)

For the cluster of dedicated aviation
enthusiasts at ‘spy corner’—the ear park and
public viewing area on the north-east corner
of the airfield—the most eagerly awaited
event at Mildenhall is the launch of an SR-71
mission. But the huge variety of other aircraft
movements at the base is reason enough to
spend all day there with bmocu]ars radm
and b {not f g and
thermos) to hand.

SUPERBASE 5: MILDENHALL was shot
between April and June 1988 using Pentax 6
x T cms and Nikon 35 mm cameras loaded
with Fuji film. This book would not have been
possible without the generous assistance of
Captain Ruthellen Lethbridge-Borden, Chief
of Public Affairs, and the ever-helpful Jeff
Halik. David Davies and Mike Vines would
also like to thank Brian Barfoot of Leeds
Camera Centre in Birmingham; Mark
Reynolds of Fuji (UK) Ltd; and John Azzmat,
Brian Quirke and Dave White of ICL Ltd,
Birmingham.

Oshkosh, by gosh. Said 10 be the
‘world's largest fire engine, the
5l3h Civil Enginoering Squadron,
Mildenhall Fire Department’s
Oshkosh P-15 can pump 1200 US
gallons of water or 80 gallons of
foam per minute from its roof-
mouanted foam gun
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Det 4 and the SR-71

SR-T1A &4-17860 of Dv b 4, 9h 5 R Wing blasts
off trom Mildenhall as dusk fails, riding the 65,000 Ib st combined thrust of its
two Pran & Whitney 68 engines. Acceloration is such that gear limiting
speed comes up very fast. 'You just hang in thers on take-off, one hand on
the pole, the other on the gear select, 1o get the wheels op belore you
axceed the 300 knots limit," says 175980's pilot Major Duane Enoll. Within a
couple of minutes of lili-off he was overhead Mildenhall a1 18,000 feet, turning
on track to rendexvous at FL280 off England's East Coast with a KC-135Q
tanker for the thirsty SE-T1A's first “top-up’ of its unique [P-7 fuel
lovers af tri 50 {asi is the SR-T1A that if a rifle bullet was &
it lifted off on an around the world flight the bullet coald m
welocity, the Blackbird would get home 30 minutes ahead of the
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Nosewh ¥ on the
wheels stll
, callsign QUID 78,
go' signal light from the

up aircrew
cle, who monitor preflight
engine run-ups

from opera
hall'

cantroline
chocked,
awaits

bas he control

he green
director QUID

conducted in total radio
message alerts ¢
ffic control units prior to each
mission







Right on the button of scheduled departure time at 1000 hours QUID 76 hifts
off a1 around 230 knots. With only 50 or 60 per cent of maximum fuel load
aboard—a safety margin which provides a greater level of asymmetric fight
control should one of the 588 fail on take-offi—Nall and Veltri will be doing
300 knots as they pass the airfield boundary, Those diamond-studded ‘tiger
1ail’ afterburner shock waves are about 25 feet long







Home again. Coming over the fence st about 155 knots, nose pitched up s
13} degrees, the returning QUID 76 looks almost benign after the raucous
brutality of its departure




8000-foot remaining

Runway 22, To tha right of the
picture is the small drogue which
extracts the main chute from its
housing on the SE-71's dorsal 'boat
tail' fairing




Above Blackbird Boss. Lieutenant
Colonel Nevin Cunningham,
Commander ol Det 4, fih SRW a1
Mildenhall, has two SE-TIAs and two
fufl crews under his command.
Apart fram occasional air tesis
following maintenance, all missions

fiown fram Mildenhall are
oparational strategic reconnaissance
sorties. Cunningham, operating as
QUTD 73 from his command vehicle

for this mission. says tho USAF hava
now cleared the SR-T1 for operation
by female fight crows

Left How's this for a charished
licence plate?

Above Cunningham shepherds
QUID 76 back to its open ended
barn
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public just want to be part o
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skin, but the Bud's always geod and cold
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The
10th ACCS

EC-135

Above Commander of the 10th
ACCS Lieutenan: Colonel Rich

mler at the controls of EC-138H
i r Dollar. The 10th

of the Mildenhall's

Sth Airborne Cor
ol Wing. The EC-1
extonsive communic:
for their role as

olo strategic emergency
command and control




You dan’t cross that rope without
permission in this sensitive and
secure area. Even groundcrew
working on the EC-135 atreraft have
to show their passes each time they
cross the line. Inside the EC-135's
tightly packed fuselage are crew
siations for the Communications and
Batile sections and a rest area.
Typical crew complement
comprises a flight crew of four, a
general officor and up to 18 systems
spacialists










al Emergency Airborne
Command Post 19 paintod on
Stateside when it returned home for

among four EC-13
the 10th ACCS at Mildenhall, all o

1% the
cresis of the . USAFE and
; Purse Control Group whi

ommand post system and is stffed
by 58 personnel from all four US
military services. Five battle
teams, h composed of nine joint
SOTVICE porson porform alert
and other mission functions













AXE 10's fight crow (loft to right)
Captain Mike Zimmerman
(Navigator); Major Mike Lauro
(Pilot); Major Bruce Monk; (Co.
pilot); Captain Charlie Stephens
(supernumerary pilot); M
Sergeant Paul Steahl (Boomer)



















-+« Teceiving: AXE 22 ‘plugged in®
10 AXE 10's boom
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Bark like & Dawg i festooned with
sensors including blade, dipele and
blister antennae, chin and ventral
radomes, SLAR 'cheeks’, extendod
tailcone and ventral camera pack i
thie position occupied by the
refuelling boom housing on EC-138s







Left and far left As many as ten
separate reconnaissance ELINT
versions of the C-135 have been
identified, each differing in the
combinations of sensors and
equipment installed, which may
even be unique to individual aircraft
within each sub-type. 84-14844 is an
RC-135V named Anptime Baby, one
of seven converied from RC-135Cs.
Ground air conditioners are used to
koep sonsitive olectronic equipment
cool

Below Wild Thing is an RC-135W
B2-4134, having previously been an
RC-135B and RC-135M. The role of
the Pink Panther in electronic
mnooping is unclear







Left Wild Thing's crew embarking
for a flight to Greece, where
RC-135s are regularly detached to
Hallenikon AB at Athens Airport,

These information gathering aireraft
often carry as many as 20 signals

15 and linguists from the

Security Command to
monitor and interprot electronic,
, communication and
telemetry data from Warsaw Paet
sources, including surveillance of
the Soviet air defence system and
missile and space programmes
With in-flight refuslling the RC-135s
haw\- a mission endurance of 12
or longer

Electroni

Overleal Another RC-135W, 52-4138
Bet On It, seen being overlocked
from the purpose-built guard post
near Mildenhall's RC-138 r

mp, and

returning home after a long mission,
Noteworthy is the long ‘thimble®
radome, wingtip HF probe and
forest of ventral blade aerials. Count

‘em. While the precise role of RC
1358 is highly classified, their

ssion 8 succinctly summed up by
a patch worn by a member of the
306th SW: In God we trust, the rest
we monifor










Above First flown in August 19588
the Boaing KC-135 Stratotankar
remains the mainstay of Strategic
Air Command’s air refuelling force
with some 534 still operational in
warly 1988, many upgraded in throe
modification programmes to
enhance the aircraft's capability and
extend its aperational life beyond
the year 2020. 58-3842 is an original
KC-135A variant powered by

four 13,750 |b st Pratt & Whitney
J57-P-69W engines and operated by

the 92nd Bomb Wing based at
Fairchild AFB, Washington State.
The “Seattle Sea Hawks' logo on
nose and fin tip is from the famous
American Football team

Right 58-1822 Haulin Ethy! has her
drogue 'basket’ removed from the
High Speed Boom by her crew chief
and maon of the 513th Field
Maintainance Squadron based at
Mildenhall. Total fuel capacity of the
KC-138A is 31,200 US gallons

contained in integral wing tanks and
below-floor bladder cells. The
telescopic air refuelling boom
comes in standard (limited 10 330
knots maximum) and high speed
versions, delivering about 500 US
gallons poar minute. Inverted V-
shaped ‘ruddervator’ control
surfaces visible in the picture
enable the boom operator o ‘fly’
the boom to the receiver aircraf's
AR receptacle via a min
joystick control
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Appropriately named KC-1384
Haulin Ethyl from the 410th BW a1 KI
Sawyer AFB, Michigan newly
arrived among the Mildenhall
buttercups for six weeks TDY







Main picture and above We're
from Texas. How'd y'all quess?
Iron Butterfly, KC-135A 63-8876
displays a map of the Lone Star
State and an a good ol longhorn
om its fin Hp.

Above and right KC-135E nose
art—what betier name for a
tanker than Gas Passer?










Four KC-135Es of the 482nd Air Refualling Wing, AFRES from March AFS,
California doing a spell of TDY at Mildenhall Left to right: 57-2803 Baby Dall,
58-3823 Silver Buller, 38-0083 Gas Passer and in camouflage the un-named
57-1512. Since 1981 some 134 KC-135As serving with Air National Guard and
AFRES units have bean 1o KC-135E by the repl of
their J57 jet engines with Pratt & Whimey [TD-3B turbofans salvaged from
Boeing 707 and 720 The provide a 30%;
increase in thrust, u%m:mammupmwxmmmmm

L

and smoke The USAF that the re.

will save elght million gallons of fuel per year. Compared with the KC-135A,
the -E is able to offioad 37% more fuel over a 2500 nautical mile operational
Tadius




These pages Tho crew of KC-135E
3 Baby Doll await the start
| as a KC-135R of the

ing l! m Fohh:rw J\FB g
hold. The KC-134]

developed by Boeing Military
J\l:p ines o improve fuel o

its large engine
pods. Electrical, hydraulie,
gement and fight cont
system medifications are also
|r:arpur1|-

First re-deliveries of K
de to SAC in July 188



















Golden afterglow highlights the
contours of a camouflaged
McDonnell Douglas KC-10A
Extender of the 88th AREFW from
Seymour-Johnson AFB, Nerth
Carolina










SAC has to be able to deliver fuel at any time of the day or night, hance the
nocturnal activity of this P One flaged KC-10A

complete with armed guard










C-130E

The 'Green Hornots' from 81st Tactical Airlify Squadron, 314th Tactical Airlift
Wing, Military Airlift Command out of Litle Rock AFB, Arkansas brought 17
C-130E Hercules to RAF Mildenhall in the spring of 1988 for their annual ten
wooeks of temporary duty in Europe. During the deployment three C-130s
each were stationed in Greece and Turkey and rotated with those at
Mildenhall, where TDY Hercules units are known as ‘Bravo Squadron”

‘Bravo Squadron’

Inset Lieutenant Colonel John | Murphy, Commander of the 8lst TAS,
proudly displays his unit’s campaign ribbons







3142 TACTIcAL

Left When the 50th TAS—also from
Little Rock AFE, the US Department
of Defence's only C-130 training
base—was detached to Mildenhall
fram October to Decomber 1887,
Bravo Squadron flew 3658 hours, in
1510 sortios, carried 13,118

The Blst TAS's tally to 18 May 1588
can be seen on the ‘scoreboard’,
backed up by the assurance: Yes
we can!, and they did

passengers and 5827 tons of freight.

Below Morale (and humour) among
the Green Hornets runs high. Den't
ask us 1o interpret the ‘in’ jokes on
the crew board. Lieutenant Colonel
Murphy says the Jones/Daigle crew
are known as The Three Amigoes
and have Hispanie backgrounds
{and a penchant for cartoon
characters, it seems), while
French(Miller appear 1o have had
some kind of incident . . .
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6lst TAS C-130E 64-0657 of Bravo
Squadron at the holding point. In
addition to fiying low lovel missions,
oftan with as many as 44 ships in
trail ar 2000 feet, Brave Squadron
operates the twice weekly European
Eagle scheduled service carrying
up 1o 64 passengers (including
service families and children) 1o
destinations in Italy, Spain and West
Gormany







In typical 1988 British spring
weather C-130E §3-7894 crewed
by pilet Captain Steven King and
copilot 1st Lieutenant Mike
Bumgardnor taxies back to the
Bravo Squadron ramp b
B3-TT89 after a mission. T)

Presidential support; Volant &
-Presidential support, while
Volant Pine (note badge an port
lowar flight deck window) is a

NATO support mission




Heavy Lifters:
C-5and C-141

Is that the aeroplane, or the factory they built it in? The 34,785 cubic feet
fower dock carge hold of a Lockheed C-5B Galaxy is an awesome sight, It
can accommodate 36 standard 483L load pallets, but other typical loads can
mnclude 18 {-ton trucks; two M-1 Abrams tanks or one M-1 and two Bradley
armoured Sghung vehicles; six McDeonnell Douglas AH-84A Apache
halicopters; ten Pershing missiles with towing and launching vehicles; or 270
combat-ready troops







urity rgo’ area, site
y from the main ram
rd by members of th







Right ‘Eneeling’ facility of the
C-8A’s main landing gear is well
Hlustrated hore, enabling the main
deck rear loading ramp to be
brought closer 1o the ground
Sevonty-seven of the 8] C-BAs
delivered to the USAF remain in
service, all having been re-winged
in a service life extension
programme completed in the
summer of 1587




Left and overleaf C-5A T0-0464 of
the 436th MAW loads up with
passengers for a fiight to its home
base at Dover AFB, Delaware. US
Service personnel including their
dependents (babies and teddy
bears, toc) can travel to the USA for
$10 in military transports subject to
space availability and last-minute
diversions. Up to 73 passengars and
two loadmasters/flight attendants
can be accomodated in rearward-
facing seats in the upper deck cabin
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Lockheed's C-141 Staslifier first

entered service with Military Airlift

Command in April 1965, Batwesn

1878 and 82 270 remaining C-1414

models wore robuilt as C-1418s with

23 foot 4 inches fusalage stretch

made up of two ‘plugs’ fore and aft

of the wing centre section. The N
added cargo capacity increased

MAC's airlift capability by the
equivalent of ancther 80 aircraft
These C-141Bs are from (lront to
rear) 438th MAW, McGuire AFB,
Now Jersey; 437th MAW, Charlaston
AFB, South Carolina, and §3rd
MAW, Norton AFB, California










Left A 'K’ loader nudges palletized cargo through the clamshell rear
loading doors of the 11,388 cubic foot hold of 43Tth MAW C-141B 83-0268,
Sarlifters are also used for and

missions, in which roles they can carry up to 200 combat-equipped troops,

185 paratroops or 103 litter patients respectively

Above White top C-1418 84-D623 of the 438th MAW from McGuire AFB,
New Jersey in front of the six-bay freight sheds at Mildenhall's MAC
Terminal

Below Fat Albert and son. Huge though i1 is, this lizard camouflaged
C-141B is dwarfed by the ‘white top' C-8A behind

Right £4-0623's fin carries the badges of the 438th MAW and its AFRES
Associate 514th MAW

- —

G
% o7
gy »\‘W‘













Above left Mo
313th Consal

4 women of the
d Aireraft
Squadron Axing an

on a C-141B

Below left The dorsal hump behind

within 12 b
through the
of *Ti




Work goes on around the clock to
get this 437th MAW Starlifter ready
for a homeward bound flight next

morning
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can fly from
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‘Just
Passing
Through’

Elderly US Navy Douglas KA-38
Skywarrior tanker Ba No 147648 was
one of two visiting Mildenhall during
exercises in the UK. The KA-3B,
which can carry 8026 US gallons

of funl—two thirds of which can be
offloaded in flight to other aireraf-
is on the strength of VAK-308 with
Reserve Carrler Air Wing Thirty a
NAS Alameda, California

Two Fairchild-Republic A-10A
Thunderbalt 11s {rom the 510th
Tactical Fighter Squadsan, Blst
Tactical Fighter Wing at RAF
Bentwaters/Woodbridge, Sulfoll,
parked on Mildenhall's Base
Operations ramp, Pairs or quartets
of A-10As are a familiar sight
hunting ‘Warpac armour’ low over
the flatlands of East Anglia, where
the watchword among civilian fliers
in: if you see one Warthog, be sure
there's another (or more) close by
The A-10A furthest from camera was
flown in by Major General William
Kirk James, Commander of the

Third Air Force, to which all USAFE
anits in the United Kingdom are
attached




This Lockheed WC-130H Hercul T reconnaissance aircraft was
pressed into airlift duties with the 403rd T 1 Adrlift Wing, AFRES from
Kooslor AFE, Mississippi, transporting personnel from the 133 TAW, Air
National Guard at Minneapolis-St Paul International Airport back to USA after
exercises in Europe
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Above right Civilian cargo

and airliners on charter

Military Airlift Squadr
in m E. West Eqrman

hern Air Transport Boeing
afterburner! Pratt

s Pa
atres for time-
f cargo and




SAT's Comtran Super O ‘quietized’ Boeing 707 NS235] rotates for take-off en
route to the Oklahoma Air Logistics Center at Tinker AFB, Oklahoma




(5DCs) and an austere maritine
mirveillance capability incorporated
e basic radar system










The Osprey SUPERBASE series takes
the enthusiast behind the scenes on the
world's major airbases. This up-front series
features spectacular, exclusive colour
photography from aviation's camera sharp-
shooters. If you want to get inside the
perimeter fence to see today's combat aircraft
in their natural habitat, the SUPERBASE
series is literally where it's at. Here's what's
happening on the Mildenhall ramp today ...

Future SUPERBASE titles:
BITBURG - PENSACOLA - COLD LAKE -
EL TORO - CHERRY POINT - EDWARDS -

YUMA - KADENA - TYNDALL
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